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AMERICA! ADVOCATE OF PEACE, 

Published Monthly at Boston, Mass. 
Benjamin F. Trueblood Editor. 



FIFTY-EIGHT YEAKS. 

The present issue completes the L1V volume of the 
American Advocate of Peace. The first number of the 
paper was published at Hartford, Conn., in June, 1834, 
more than fifty-eight years ago. It was started six years 
after the organization of the American Peace Society in 
New York in 1828. Through all the years of its exist- 
ence it has faithfully sought to set forth the unreason- 
ableness of war, its incompatibility with Christianity and 
its destructive influence on all the higher interests of 
mankind. Its voice has never been double. It has 
claimed that there is always a better way to settle difficul- 
ties than by the arbitrament of the sword. Since it began 
its work, three or four of the most disastrous wars of his- 
tory have occurred, but these have not lessened its faith 
in the correctness of its principles nor in the certainty of 
their ultimate triumph. It has lived to see great progress 
in the cause which it represents. "When it first came into 
existence there were only five or six peace societies in 
the world, all of them new and comparatively feeble, and 
only one other journal devoted to the interests of peace. 
To-day there are more than two hundred peace societies 
and at least a dozen papers specially devoted to the cause, 
besides a very considerable number of the religious and 
secular journals which give space to the subject "World's 
Peace Congresses and Arbitration Conferences were then 
unknown. To-day they have become a well known and 
highly important factor in promoting the great movement. 
Since 1834 many important difficulties between nations 
have been settled by peaceful means, and arbitration has 
become a settled policy of the civilized world. Much 
else might be said to show the great gain that has been 
made, but it will all naturally occur to the mind of the 
thoughtful reader. 

The Advocate of Peace is glad to have had some 
share, among many influences, in bringing about this 
changed condition of things. It is useless for it to make 
promises for the future. So long as it may exist, it can 
follow but one course. The following sentences found 
on the first page of the first issue in 1834 still represent 
the Advocate's opinion of war, an opinion shared in to- 
day by a very large and rapidly increasing number of 
thoughtful men everywhere. 

" It cannot be doubted that the Creator formed men to 
dwell in brotherhood together. "War exhibits mankind in 
a most unnatural and revolting aspect. It is utterly at 
variance with the spirit of Christianity. As a mode of 
deciding national differences, it is barbarous and absurd, 
without equity in principle and never insuring a just de- 
cision. It combines sources of crime and misery incal- 



culable beyond every other scourge of the earth. Its 
perpetual abolition would not only dry up these sources 
of evil, but would remove the greatest obstacles to human 
advancement ; would quicken all the springs of social 
welfare, physical and moral, and open the road to indefi- 
nite progress and perfection." 



THE ENCROACHMENTS OF MILITARISM. 

Large things usually have small beginnings. "We do 
not wish to enter upon the r6le of alarmist, but there are 
grounds for solicitude on the part of those who would like 
to see our country depend more and more for her strength 
and honor upon the principles and methods which have 
rendered her illustrious in the past. "We often point 
with pride to the disbanding of two great armies at the 
close of the civil war as illustrating the American spirit 
in reference to peace and war. "We say, somewhat boast- 
fully, that we practically have no standing army at all in 
the twenty-five thousand men who constitute our regular 
military force. There is scarcely an American who does 
not speak with a sort of horror of the senseless and dan- 
gerous condition of Europe. And yet in the face of all 
this militarism is beginning to make encroachments that 
may in the end prove to be very dangerous and even dis- 
astrous to our American policy of peace. 

There is first, the introduction of military departments 
into many of our Universities and Colleges. These are 
justified on the ground of physical culture and discipline, 
but everyone who thinks must know that the real reason 
for their introduction was a military one. Many of the 
professors of military science and tactics in these seats 
of learning openly advocate a universal system of mili- 
tary training much like the conscript system of Europe. 

Next must be noticed the increasing attention given to 
militia service. A citizen soldiery may sound very inno- 
cent, and may seem to distinguish us radically from the 
nations across the water which have a forced military 
service of three years. But a citizen soldiery takes time 
and costs money and disciplines for war just the same. 
Switzerland with her citizen soldiery spends proportion- 
ally more than Italy with her standing army. Behind 
the new name of National Guard given to our militia lurks 
a serious danger now scarcely seen at all. 

Among these minor causes of solicitude may be men- 
tioned the number of societies, even among women, which 
have a semi-military character themselves or are associ- 
ated with others of a more or less military purpose. It 
was said that in the great parade at Washington, at the 
time of the G. A. R. encampment, women from certain 
societies appeared who handled their guns very skilfully. 
Sunday-school brigades are one of the latest inventions, 
and it is well known that pastors who pretend to preach 
a gospel of peace and love and salvation from sin are 
zealous in getting up these brigades in which the art of 
killing is scientifically and persistently taught. 



